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 No fatty tissue can be felt - skin tight over bones
 Shape of individual bones visible
 Marked ewe-neck
 Very prominent backbone and pelvis

 Barely any fatty tissue
 Narrow ewe-neck
 Ribs easily visible
 Prominent backbone, croup and tail head

 A very thin layer of fat under the skin
 Backbone covered with a very thin layer of fat
 Ribs just visible, a small amount of fat building  
between them
 Hip bones easily visible but rounded

 A thin layer of fat under the skin
 Shoulders and neck blend smoothly into body
 Ribs not visible but easily felt
 Hip bones just visible

 Muscles hard to determine beneath fat layer
 Spongy fat developing on crest
 Ribs covered by spongy fat
 Gutter along back
 From behind rump looks apple shaped

 Horse takes on a bloated or blocky appearance
 Pronounced crest with hard fat
 Pads of fat along withers, behind shoulders, along neck 
and on ribs, ribs cannot be felt
 Extremely obvious gutter along back and rump
 Very bulging apple shaped rump, boney points buried
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We use condition scoring to assess whether a horse is at the correct bodyweight. Have a look at the 
images below and judge which one best represents your horse. If you suspect your horse is anything other 
than ‘3 - Healthy Weight’ it may be  time to re-assess his dietary requirements. Please contact us for more 
advice on  info@horslyx.com.

EVALUATE YOUR HORSE’S CONDITION


